
G
EN O C ID E H A S O C C U R R ED i n every time p erio d and o n every co nti­

nent. A ltho u g h it to o k the g rim af termath o f the Ho lo caust fo r this term 

to emerge, the p heno meno n itself haunts the earliest records o f hu m an 

activ ity . This bo o k tells the d ark sto ry o f genocide since the beg inning o f hu m an 

histo ry , f ro m the blo o d lust o f the A thenian emp ire to the intractable tragedy 

o f mo d ern-d ay D arf u r. N o rm an M . N aim ark luc id ly shows that genocide b o th 

changes over tim e and remains the same i n many o f its murd ero us d y namics. 

His equally so bering and co mp elling narrative sweeps us thro ug h the deso latio n 

o f ancient cities such as Jericho , Tro y , and Carthag e, across Genghis Kh an s 

grasslands, and into the dead ly chaos o f Syria today. W e co me to und erstand 

each case o f genocide as a d istinct episode o f mass v io lence, but also i n histo ri­

cal co nnectio n w i th a lo ng and c h i l l ing p attern o f hu m an behavio r. 

Naimark emphasizes that genocide can also involve the eliminatio n o f social and 

po litical groups, p ro v id ing an insig htful analysis o f persecutions led by co mmunist 

leaders such as Stalin, Mao , and Pol Pot, as w ell as those led by their anti-co mmu­

nist co unterparts. He pays special attentio n to settler genocide, i l lum inating ho w 

deeply the eliminatio n o f indigenous peoples, especially i n A frica, So uth A merica, 

and N o rth A merica, d isrupted those regions and in many ways presaged the mass 

kil l ing on the European co ntinent d uring the First and Second W o rld Wars. Mo st 

d isquieting are discussions o f the infamo us genocides o f the last century — the 

A rmenian genocide, the Ho locaust, Rw anda, Bosnia, and Congo — whose survivors 

kno w the visceral reality o f human cruelty. Together these episodes attest to the 

insid ious persistence o f mass ki l l ing despite the best effo rts o f o ur "better angels." 
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