
T h e wealthy Katerina Lemmel entered the 

M a r i a M a i monastery in 1516 — and rebuilt 

it. In Katerhia's Windows, readers can observe 

how stained glass was donated and commis

sioned and witness spectators' reaction to it, 

ranging from critical aesthetic assessments to 

iconoclastic acts. 

T h e book presents historical texts and inter

pretive analysis. Katerina Lemmel and those 

around her are given voice through transla

tions o f seventy-three sources, inc luding per

sonal and bnsiness letters, chronicle accounts, 

and legal documents, most o f w h i c h have 

never been transcribed or published before. 

Necessary explanations as well as theoretical 

considerations and critical insights are pro

vided through the voices o f the authors. 

Katerina Lemmel's letters allow glimpses into 

the materiality o f monastic life; views o f the 

interconnected workings o f art, music, l i tur

gy, and literature; evidence o f the persuasive 

powers o f a nun w h o functioned as negotiator; 

accounts ot one woman's struggles on behalf 

o f other w o m e n ; and data on women's net

works. T h e sources provide insiders' insights 

into the spiritual economies later scorned by 

Protestant reformers. T h e y also offer an eye

witness account o f the social challenges to this 

system that erupted in violent clashes during 

the Revolut ion o f 1525. • 


